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WHAT 18 CONSERVATISM! ,j
It is common for captious or thoughtless paiti-

sant it the present time to identify all political
iu conservatism" with what thej call "devotion to

slavery." In point of faet, and of theoretioal
truth, conservatism has no more to do with slavery
'than with iny other institution. Conservatism in
the sphere of polities has no special relation to any
material interest It aimeto maintain the Consti>
tution and the lavs in respoot to all matters what¬
ever. It does not aim to uphold slavery, but to

uphold the Constitution and the laws in respeot to

slavery as well as in respeot to all other matters.
It may happen, indeed, that when a politic-1 radi¬
calism ptoposot) to strike at slavery through the
vitala of the Consttiutioo, the true conservative
must resist any such encro&ohment on the organio
taw of the land, not beoause he seeks to oherish

slavery, but booauso he seeks to oherish the Con¬
stitution of his country. Conservatism proposes
to keep good faith with conscience and society by
¦ot arraying the one against the other, and by
refusing to out adrift from the plain injunctions of
the latter at tho suggestions of the former, for that
ean never bo an enlightened oonsoienoe whioh
would break ths bond of social order by a rash and

impulsive spirit of innovation. The genius of
true oonsoivatism is well defined by a Republican
eontemporary in the following language:

" To our mind, the old adage, ' prove all thing* and
told fast to that which ia good,' contain* the key note of
true conservatism. Revolution itself ia conservative when
It seeks to enforoe and perpetuate a great principle, which
inay perhaps be aa old a* tim*. Antiquity ii not necessa¬

rily error. The Christian religion ia not lesa valuable
tkat it haa survived eighteen centuries. The works of
Milton and Shakspeare are aa full of truth and beauty as

they were two centuriea ago. It may well be, that bad
Chriat not lived, and Milton and Shakspeare never written,
the aubtle beauties ol Tennyaon and Longfellow would
never have been developed. While we cannot respect
aotiqoity for its own etke, we yet cherish and love its

yreat truths and mighty accomplishments.
"In religion, in poetry, in science, in art, and in poli¬

ties we would not only hold fast and perpetu\te the valu¬
able achievements of the past, but we would work on

with a generous emulation towards the nearest approxi¬
mation to their perfection whieh may be vouchsafed to
in&a. All human progress is accomplished through con¬

servation. Exhausted empires stumble and fall down

upon the highway of nations, and drop the burden of their
accomplishments. Straightway that burden ia taken up
%y some young State, and carried on and developed to¬
ward the aver receding goal of Utopia. The field of

origination is becoming well nigh exhausted, but that of
development is ever being extended. The American people
afford two parallel and remarkable illustrations of this fact.
Lather, Calvin, and Knox were the pioneers of that re¬

ligious liberty which brought our fathers to this oountry,
and wkiok is the glory and boaat of their children; while
ear Constitution bears the impress of the old barons at

Runnymede. They gave to England 'an aristocratic
Republic, with a permanent Executive.mooaroby and
hereditary aristocracy ita unessential forms.' Onr fathers

.opted, substituting republieaniem and striking out tboee
forms.

M It is the height of folly to sneer at true conservatism,
ead stigmatise it aa old-fogyish and slow. There ean be
.o progress without it, exoept at the expense of true na¬

tional power and greatness. It behooves this people, ea-

peaially at this time, to cling to the landmarks wbioh were

laid down for ns by our forefather*, to follow in the path
whieh they laid out for us, and to turn not our faoes from
the goal toward which they aimed. We woutd be conser¬

vative of the liberties wbioh they conquered for na, of the
Constitution which they gave us, and of tbe great destiny
whieh awaits as. We would know no progress to the
sas side or the other of the path of human political pro¬
gress which has been assigned to this people ; neither
would we abate one Jot or tittle of tbe principles upon
whieh this Government was built, and which have under¬
lain its history. The moment we forget this poliey and
abandon that acttou chana baa come again, and we drift
hack paat tbe accomplishment of oenturiea. The Union
oaaa broken ean never be reconstructed. The Constito-
tion onee abandoned ean never be restored. Enthusiasm
inflamed by hatred may be potent to tear down, but it will
ha powerless to build up.*

MORE ACQUITTALS
We mentioned yeatt-rday that the court* of inquiry in tbe

eases of Gen. Huell and Gen. R<necran« had resulted ia
the bnnorable acquittal of both theae < (fleers. We now

learn that the court of inquiry, consisting of General* Hun¬
ter, Cadwalader, and Wadawortb, appointed to investigate
the conduct of General* McCook, Crittenden, and Negley,
at tbe battle of Cbickamauga, has reported the results of
ita investigations to the War Department. They find that
Oen. MeCook did his entire duty in the battle proper, but
anade a mistake,'arising from an error of judgment, in go-

into Chattanooga. Gen. Crittenden is held entirely
blameless, and the court sp«ak in commendatory terms of
Sis conduct. Hi* foreea had been sent piecemeal to Gen.
Thoaaaa, and be found himself without a command before
leaving for Chattanooga. Gen. Negley is al*o exonerated.

THE COLONIZATION FUND.
A bill has been introd-ieed in the Sensto to repeal the

acts appropriating $600,000,in all for the porpoae of colo-

aiaiug tbe uegroea who have been made free by legislation
in tbe District of Columbia. It seem* that but $33,000
have been expended m this wise, $*£>.000 of whirh is re¬

ceipted for by Senator PomkroV for colonisation pur-
pace in Central America, and a moderate sum for eolo-
aising in the laland De Vaehe, St Domngo. Tbia enter¬

prise, it appeara, was not carried into efleot, owing to tbe
remonttraneea of the Governments of the countries to
whieh it was piopueed to transport negro colonists. No
epeeifie praoJeal results of this expenditure ars given.

CLAIMS ON ACCOUNT OF THE SIOUX WAR
The Secretary of tbe Interior baa tranamittod a report

to Congrees concerning the amonnt allowed in damages
from injuries arising from tbe late 8iouX outbreak in tbe
Kerthweet. The total is $1,370,374. The Secretary baa
authorised tbe payment for present relief of $200,000.
About $300,000 is estimated as constructive damage to

traders, dfce., but the Secretary holds that back for revision
sod consideration. Estimates are made for damages arising
from ioju>ies to property by Indians affii by United States
soldiers Constructive damages are eatimated for those
whe were obliged to leave their fsrms.

GEN. IfcCLELLAN AND GEN. LEE
As ws never gave eireulstion to the story that Generals

MaCieHaa sod Lee had held an interview after the battle
Aataetam, we are not now called upon particularly to

Motiae the refutation of it; but we cannot refrain from re-

marking upoa tbe facility with which certain editors of

newspapers admit aueb ridiculous snd improbable tales to
tbeir columns. A poor drunken eresturs st Washington
halls somebody something about persons of distinction, and
lastsntly, no matter bow absurd it msy be in itself, it is
traneuitted by telegraph to this city, and, published the
next morning to hundreds of thousands of rsaders. Them
ought to be in every journal one man at least with dlsoern-
¦eat enough to aupprees these idle rumors, whieh arc too

00, cala.ioas..jr. T, Mfmumg Pee«.
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MILITARY BACKBITING

.The Mow York Time#, in alluding to the inqui¬
sition whioli the " War Committee" in reported to
have recently instituted into the oonduot of Major
General Meade at Gettysburg.an inquisition
prompted, it is said, by oertain injurious represen¬
tations of a subordinate officer of that commander,
who ooneeifed himself aggrieved by Gen. Meade'i
official import of the battle at that plaoe.avails it¬
self of the opportunity to offer the following just
observations on such unmilitary whisperings, and
the listening ear lent to them in this oity. It
says :

" We hope the inteiests of ' eternal truth,' or * eternal
justice,* or some other magnificent abstraction, are pro¬
moted by theae investigation* ; for there ia nothing more

certain than that the discipline of the army will be, if it
be not already, utterly destroyed by them. We say, de¬
liberately, that there oan be nothing better oaleulated to
render our army utterly worthiest than the practice to
whieh Congress and the Government is addioted of listen¬
ing to charges made by offloers agaieat their chief touch¬
ing At* strategy or tactict. The ouly compUiuta which
tbey should ever be permitted to mahs, or whioh, by any
sound and generally adopted theory of military duty, they
are permitted to make, are complaints of personal wrong
done to themselves. Th»se are fit matters for examina¬
tion, beoause examinations may be often necessary to pre¬
vent the General from degenerating iuto a petty tyrant
But to allow any officer to" arraign his superior before sny
tribunal.we do not cure how composed.to answer for
his manner of haudling the army iu active service, for re¬

treating, or advancing, or Ighting, is so subversive of all
discipline, of all proper subordination, and all proper aeuse

of responsibility, that we confess we cannot understand
how any intelligent friend of the Government, in Congress
or out of it, ean possibly oouutenanoe it.

" It is universally acknowledged that there is nothing
more fatal to the usefulness of sn army than the preva¬
lence amongst subordinates of the habit of oriticising the
plans of their ohief. It has already worked terrible mis*
chief in this Army ol the Potomac, and has had much to
do with its varioas failures. But there can be no better
way of fostering and devoloping this habit than making
the chatgea, whioh are the natural fruit of criticism, the
subject of governmental investigation. It inevitably con

verts corps and division generals into knots of intriguers
and malcontents, destroys all unity of action, makes every
battle an experiment performed by unwilling hands, and
deprives the eommander-in-ohief of that confidence in those
around him whieh is the first condition of success."

A SENTIMENT FOR THE TIME8.

We find in our Northern contemporaries the fol¬
lowing happy letter from the pen of Attorney
General Batks, having been written, as appears
on its face, in answer to an application for his au¬

tograph, by way of contribution to the avails of
the Brooklyn and Long Island Fair, held in aid of
the Sanitary Commission. Being requested fur¬
ther to acoompany his aut graph with a sentiment
appropriate to the occasion, the distinguished
writer, it will be seen, oomplied also with this ro-

quisition made on his courtesy, and seized the op¬
portunity for inculoating, in a way as effective as

it is pleasant, one of the most useful of lessons at
the present time, when a spirit of rash and head-
loDg innovation is oommended to popular favor as

the only true statesmanship. The Attorney Gene¬
ral, aa at oncc the expounder and ti e guardian of
the laws of the United States within the sphere of
his department, oould not be czpected to look with
approbation on the efforts of those who, if we may
judge from their words and acts, would seem to
found their only pretension to ba reputed wise on

the contempt in which tbey bold the wisdom of
(he men who laid the foundations of this Bepublio.
Reared in the school of statesmen who took their
inspirations from a rational liberty regulated by
law, tha honored Attorney General has not been
able to oonquer his prejudices in favor of that
" Constituti -nal Union of the United States" whiob
some disciples of the modern " progress " profess
to hold in an abhorrenoe whioh rivals that of the
rebels in arms against it. However unpopular it
may be, " in spite of the rushing current of new

opinions," to believe in " good old times, good old
principles, and good old men to profess them and
act them out, and in a good Constitution worthj
to be preserved to tho laiest posterity," Mr. Bates
has the courage to profess a rcspeot for thorn all.
His letter is as follows :

Wahhiruton, February 2, J8G4.
Te .

Madam : Being confined to my sick room, I have an

opportunity, whieh neither my public offloe nor the court¬
room affords, to acknowledge your note of January 30,
written in behalf of the Brooklyn and Long Island Fair,
and in aid of the Sanitary Commission.
You a*k for an en'ograph, unconditionally, and for a sen¬

timent " if aer< eabta." Now, my dear lady, an autograph
ia a cheap thing, and ran be easily furnished, whether sick
or well; but a sentiment is qn:te another affiir, and does
not aort very well with the nauseous physic wh.ch I am

required to tsk« to-day.
Neverthel-'cs, the cause being ao good, and withal its

advocate a lady, (to whioh high authority I habitually
bow,) I must strain a point,and try to give you something
sentimental, but not of the sickly kin I.

I am beginning to grow old, and am a very old-fashioned
man ; for, in spite of the rusbing current of new opinion*,
I still believe that we once had good old times, good old
principles, and good old men to protean them and aet them
out, and a good Conatilution worthy to be preserved to
the latest posterity.

In fact, I b« gin to suspect myself to be little or nothing
better tban an old fogy; for I can't help believing, with
Jackson, that the Constitutional Union of the States mu«t
be preserved; and I still have undoubting faith in Wash¬
ington when he warns u* that we cannot preserve our free
inatitutiona without a frrqueut recurrence to the first prin¬
ciples of our Government.
That is my sentiment, madam. I fear it is growing

very unpopular, but I can't help it God knows that 1
would brlp it if I eould. for I have little hope for improve¬
ment from the efforts ol men who _f«ticv themselves so
much wiser tban their fathers were, and so much belter
than the laws whieh tbey made for our g >od.
With lore for your cau>>e, and respect for yourself, I re

main your obedient »«rvant, Edw. Batks.

THE GOLD BILL.
The gold bill, as passed by the Senate last week, was

discussed in the Doaae of Representatives yesterday with¬
out being disposed of. The indications are that the Senate
amendment authorising the Secretary of the Treasury to
sell the surplus gold will bs concurred la.

POLITICS IN KENTUCKY

From tk* LomitodU Journal of Marok 11(4.
Ubiom 8TAT1 Costrsmios-The majority of the

Central Committee appointed by the Union Convention of
the 8tate of Kentucky, that assembled in Louisville on

the 18th Marob, 1863, cousider it their duty aud right to
oall another Conventioa s

Wherefore it is reeolved that the voters of our State
who stand upon and endorse the platform adopted by the
Union Democratic Convention held in the city of Louis¬
ville on the lith of Mareb last, and who dcaire to carry
it out, be requested to select delegates to a Convention to
be held ip the sa d city on the 96ih of May next, for the
purpoeeof forming a State electoral ticket, and selecting
delegates to the Uoioc Conservative National Convention
whieh meets in the city ol Chicago on the 4th of July

next. Jamrc Guthrib, Chairman.
Grkrur D Prbrticb,

, H Krott,
Gao. P. Dobkm,
Hamilton Pupa.

Thb Ubitb® 8TATBC Army .New bills era before
Congress looking to the reorganisation of the Invalid
Corps and to the punishment of deserters from the army
The d. sorters contemplated In this new bill are tboee
who fnil to report when drafted into the United States
amy.

ANOTHER CALL FOB TROOPS.

ANOTHER IMUFT OKDEKBD. -"0 itt *1

A '* General Order," No. 100, for an " addi¬
tional draft of two hundred thousand men," waa

issued last evening by Adjutant General Towm-
bknd. It ia dated " War Department, Adjutant
General's Office, March 15th, 1864," and embo¬
dies the order of the Pmbidbnt on the subject,
which is in the following words :

KXECUTIVK MAMMON,
Wmtkington, March 14, 1864.

In. Order to supply the furce required to bo drafted for
the navy, and to provide aa adequate reserve force for all
cont.ngencies, in additioo to the five hundred thousand
men called for February 1, 1864.
The call ia hereby made and a draft ordered fur two

hundred thousand men for the military service of the
army, nary, and marine corps ef the United State*.
The proportional quotas for the different wards, towns,

townships, pecmcta, or eleotiun districts or eounties will
ha made hnown through the Provost Marshal General's
Bureau, and account will be taken of the oredits and d< fi-
ciencies on former quotas.
The l&th day of April, 1864, is designated as the time

up to which the numbera required from each ward of a
city, town, Ac. may be raised by voluntary enlistments,
and drafts will be made iu each ward of a city, town, <Sc.o.
which shall not have filled the quota assigned to ,it
the time designated for the number required to fill said
quotas.
The drift will be commenced as soon after the 15th day

of April as practicable. The Government bounties, as

now paid, will eootinae until April 1st, 1864, at which
time the additional bounties cease. On and after that date
oue hundred dollars bounty only will be paid, as provided
by the act approved July S3,1861.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN.

THE COURT OF CLAIMS.

There appears to bo a singular misapprehension
concerning the business of this Court, both in
Congress and with the press of the country. It
has been stated recently in the debates, doubtless
with all sinoerity, that the Court is overwhelmed
with business, so that it is utterly unable to dis-
pose of any reasonable share of the oases that are

thronging its reoords. Taking up this view of the
faots, members are proposing local or roving com¬

mission s, tho transfer of jurisdiction to other
departments, and various other expedients to re¬

lieve this Court of oases with which they suppose
it to be overburdened. A correspondent of a St.
Louis journal, taking up thisviewof the faots, pro¬
poses a local Court of Claims to sit at St. Louis,
organized in the ssme manner as the one in this
city. How such impressions and statements have
gained currency it is diffioult to tell. For oertain
it is, that during the present term the Court has
been unoocupied for a considerable portion of tho
time because no business was either prepared or

pressing by claimants. The entire calendar has
been nearly disposed of, and at least as many more

oises oould have been tried since the oommenoo

ment of the term had olaimants desired to do so.

In addition the Court would oontinue the term into
or beyond the mid-eummer if the business required
it to do so, but it is evident that it will be com¬

pelled to sdjourn within a few weeks for want of
farther business. It is only to correot the misap-
prehension of faots that this statement is made,
acid of oourao not intended any farther to influence
any action except so far as a oorreot knowledge of
the faots in the ease may produoe that result.

In this Court the oases run in olasses, and the
deoision in one case often deoides numerous other
onos dependant on exaotly the same law and facts.
Tho reoent oase of Barthold Schlesinger vs. The
United States deoides some four or five hundred
oauses depending upon the same principles. Hencc
this Court ean dispose of many more causes than
those courts where every cause differs from every
other one in both its faets and law, and where a

separate hearing and trial must be had in every
case.

A SPEECH OF THE VICE PRESIDENT.

Vice President Hamlin made a speech at the organisa¬
tion of a political club in Philadelphia on Friday last, in
which be said :
" I know that we have in almoet every community a

cla«« of men who tell us we must hare ' the Constitution
as it is and the Union aa it was.' You and I know that
that cannot be. [Applause ] That declaration carries
with it the idea (bat you are to receive back the men
whose hand* are reeking with the bl<,od of your fathers, and
brothers, and sons. It carries with it the idea that y u are
to re establish the statu* of slavery. It preaupp^ses that

Iou are a^ain to take into your confidence the men who
rought about this bloody war It cannot be. After all

that has been spent of treasure and blood, if we are to
incite another war by bringing back on terms of equality
the men who brought it about, wa must bold that party
who would favor that project to a strict accountability.
The tide of emancipation is not to be rolled back but
rolled on. We are not to close this war until the cause ol
it is removed. [Long applause ] It is not to be left
to again corrupt the public heart We ate to stand upon
a higher civilisation even than that transmitted to us from
our lather*. We are to plant this Government on a basis
of equality of freedom which will insure its perpetuity
The progress toward that end is rapid and sure No
man can tell when this rebellion is to be conquered, litil
we do sen the beginning of the end It is narrowing
down. But two elements have upheld it, and they are
fast fading awsy. The hope of a division at the North ban
been one of the great causes that has buoyed them up
The North is united for all practieal purpose*. [Loud «p
plans* ] It is united to pruecute this war to the end
Oue other aanse has stimulated this wicked rebellion, and
that ia that the reaouroea of the Government would not
be Contributed And now, when the South aeea its failure
in this respect, the rebellioi most and will collapse "

THE GOLD BILL PASSED.
The bill authorising tha Secretary of the Treasury to

sell the gold in potiesoon of the Government paased the
House of Representatives yesterday, the House concur¬
ring in the amendments of the Senate. It therefore now

only awaits the signature of tha President to become a

law.

THE NAVAL SCHOOL.
The Provideooe Journal says i " There has Just be d

an examination of the midshipmen connected with the
Naval 8ehool, which has resulted in the dismissal of
twenty-two out of four hundred and forty eight, the whole
number. About tweoty others, not having made sufficient
proficiency in their atudiea, were put baok into the next
ovyer classes The regular annual examination com¬
mences on the 1st of June, and will occupy some considera¬
ble time, as those having the matter ia charge are dis¬
posed to make thorough work of It.

THE WHISKEY TAX.
The Commissioner of Internal Revenue has issued a

notice to collectors concerning the new tax on spirits to
the following effect:

" The duties upon distilled spirits are increased to siitycents per gallon, and the duties on cotton to two cents perpound. You will therefore require all distillers of spirits,In making their returns, to speaify the amount removed onand after the 8 h instant, (March,) and on such amount to
pay the tai of aixty cents per gallon."

TUB STKAMKB PK1KRIIOFF SUNK
The Navy Department has received information that

the United States steamera Mootiecllo and Peterhoff col
lided on the 6th ii.stant, off Wilmington (N. C.) and the
Peterhoff was sunk. No lives were lost. The «-ffi<-ers of
the . Petertn ff arrived at Furtreaa Monroe on Saturday
IK

CHANGES 15 MILITARY COMMAND***.

wholly aoa firms this report published yeaterday, hi coui

muoicaUMi under date of the 1 ltta instant to tho Cincinnati
Comuierc al, (uot Garette, m wai erroneously printed,)

of a*-vera I chauges iu important military comwauJs here
and at the Southwest. It does uot, however.and culd
not be expected to.confirm what waa stated in regard
to a contemplated cbaugo in the command of the Army ol
tbe Pot/muc:

War Dkpaktmkmt,
Jdjuinnt Utnarmft Ojfict,
_ U'uikinglon, March 12. 1864.

.
0«">«hs, No. JM..The Presideut of tho

Uuited H latot order* at follow# :
I. Major General Halleok u at his own reque*t relieved

from duty aa General-io-Chief of the Army, aud Lieutenant
(leueral U. 8. Grant is assigned to the command af the
hrmirta of the United States. The headquarter* of the
hiriay will be in Waabingtou, aud alto with Lieutenant
General Grant in the field.

11 Major General Ilalleck is aaaigned to duty io Wub-
ingtoo, iu chief of ataffof the army, under the direction of
the Secretary of War aud the Lieutenant General com¬
manding. His orders wilt be obeyed aud raspectad ac¬

cordingly.
ill. Major General W T Sherman ia aaaigned to the

command of the mil tary division of the Mississippi, com-

poaed of the departmenta of the Ohio, the Cumberlaud,
the Tennessee, and the Arkansas.

Major General J, B. McPbersoo ia aaaigned to the
command of the department and army of the Tdnneasee.
V la relieving Major General Halleok from duty aa

Uenoral-in-Chief, the President desires to express his ap¬
probation and tbanki for the able and lealous manner iu
which the arduous aad responsible duties of that position
nave been performed
By order of tha Secretary of War:

E D. TOWNSKND,
Assistant Adjutant General.

THR KHNTUCKY PLATFORM.

The following joint resolutions, reported by a eelect
committee, were enacted into a law prior to the adjourn¬
ment of ths late sessioo of the Legislators of Kentucky.
1 hey were debated at length in both Houses, and many
amendments offered to them, all of which were negatived
except one endorsing Governor Bramlette The series
finally passed ihs House by y*a* 79, nays t. Io the
Senate, a division having bean called for, the vote stood »

On the first resolution yeas 91, nay 1; on tha second, yeas
22; on tha third, yeastl; and on the fourth, yaas 18,
nays 3.

Resolvtd bf (As Autmblw «/ (Aa Cotnmonwtmllk
of Ktniuck/ :

1. I hat this State need make no further declaration, by
legislative resolutions, of her intanae loyalty, or of her
sincere and unalterable devotion to the National Union
aiid the Constitution. Her stand has been taken after the
maturest deliberation, and is knowu to the world. She
will not now prove recreant by taking any backward step,
but will go forward with all her resources of men, money,
at.d credit, to the support of our gallant armies,in the
fie>d until the rebellion is subdued aud treaaon disarmed;
and she will, through tha peaoeful mode prescribed by the
fundamental law of the land, use her efforts to correct any
errors thai have bean committed, either by the Executive
or the Legislative Department of the Government.

2. That wa regard as impolitio the enlistment ol negroes
as soldiers into the armies ot the United btates, and we

earnestly protest against their enlistment within the State
of Kentucky ; and we respectfully request the President
of the United States to remove from our limits and bor
ders all caapa for negro soldiers, by which our slavea are
oniiced to leave the services of their owners.

3. 1 hat, in*tbe opinion of this General Aasembly, the
constitutional relation of the States in rebellion, aa re¬

gards the Union, was not changed by the criminal action
of their people in attempting to secede, thus forcing a
civil war upon the country; aud wken the people of any
or all those States shall, in good faith, return to their alle¬
giance, their S'ata* are, as befora the war, members of
the great American Union, and the people thereof are
citixeus.all subject to the Constitution and laws bf the
United States

4. That the inaugural aldrets and message of Governor
Bramlette, to the present General Assembly, so fsr as the
aaoie treat of our Federal relatione, reflect truly the sen¬
timents of the Union people of Kentuoky, are approved
by the present General Assembly, and are reooininended
to the patriotic canaideration of the American people.

THE SLAVE QUESTION IN MARYLAND.

The fallowing preamble and reaolutions, offered by Mr.
Kemp, were taken up for consideration in tbe Maryland
House of Delegates on Wednesday, the 9th instant, being
the laat day but one of the aession :

.

th* Institution of n»"ro nlavarv was established
in Maryland by thoae who settled here a* one of the North
American Cronies of Great Britain ; sad whereas the iosli
totion ¦till eaintid. by tha fortwing care of the people, nr. to
tbe lim* of the 41 Declur&tioi of lDd*pend#Dcft" by the tbir
teen United Col .tiies of North America; aud whereas
when her people have bv th ;t most noble deed absolved all
governmental lies that bound them to the mother rountrv,
and beer as a part »f a free and independent a <tion, they rtlll
by their organic law aad legislation pr. teeted said institu-
tion ; and whereas, when the Constitution of the National
Government, io seventeen hnnlred and eiybtv-seven was
formed it ree ri«hie ef property in slavery, as a'utho
rised by the State Governments and was rati|*d and adopt d
t y the people of the country with that under-ttndin? and
whereae, up to a very late period, the Natio al Governme^
and its authorities have fanhfally executed their ooartim
tior.al duties to the people of Vary^aiid, In proteot'ng their
rights of property iu tl e ins itntiou of slavery j and where ,s
the people ot Maryland, in all periods of her hirory, have
been b.v such social and governn.ental contracts and troaran
tee* in luced to believe themselves righ fnlly < iititled t i levy
and hold property In slavep, with the Hume certainty of leiral
protection a* tliey would have in any kind of reraonal pro-
perty; and whrrea^, at the romuieneeme it o* the present
rebellion tbs people U this SUt* had millions of dollars in
vested in negro piopertv ; aud wher as ihoar of ber people
who weie thus innocently c unncte<i with the institution of
sla^erv have fuffered heavy loss in tbe lrcr««eed inserarity
of Raid property, and its tfreat depreciation iu value and
where** Government ia euUred int > by mau for the security
of life, libertv. and property therefore It would b In viola¬
tion of tbe end and pnrpos* of the Govert>m*nt to deprive th<»
p-ople of th»ir projerty without a fair aompensation there
fore t>e it

RttolvrA by l)u Qtnrral Autm'./y of Maryland That
tbe rjpreserunv-s of MaryUi.d ia the preeeut Congress c f
Che U. ited Stetee are he^ebv reqnei aj to use their influence
to obtain from tho Gmeraf Goveruuieut, during the session
of the p-esent Co. gn s, the appropriation of ten millions of
d"Hars to c> Hii'ensa'e the people ot tbe Mtat« f.»r their s>aves
when they are em .neipated a»icor fing to the recommenda ion
of his K*ca!|e ry the Pre-ide-it of the United State*
Retried Thai a copy of this reso n iou and preamble be

sent to each of ur Kepreeentativea in the two Houses of
Congress.

THE NEW HAMPSHIRE ELECTION.

Fmm tkt Concord (N II.) Pmtrioi o/ H'tdntsday
We give brlpw the re.glt of the election in this 8ta?*

held jeaterday. Fiorn tbe returns reo^lved It appears
that Gov. Gilinnre ia re elected by a tmj.irlfy of between
four and five tbouasnd votes, and the other branchea of
tbe government have been carried by the Republican bv
equally decisive muj Titles, l b.* result ia as surprising
to the victors as to the vanquished Tbe Republican ma
uagers did not anticipate such a victory; they were not
entirely confident of «ay victory } and the JVm. orat. who
were b. Iievej to be Hell iuformed were hopeful of suc-
cefi, or at lesst supposed tha Republican majority woold
be small. Hut this result, so disastrous to tbe Dc-oiocracv
o» New Hampshire, and so ominous of tbe fat« of the
country, m easily accounted for. Hundreds of Dem- crats
were demed the right of suffrage by Republican ofBciala,
VI1 hundreds of men were allowed to vote that ticket bv
tbo«e officials who bad no legal right to vote. In additmn
to this, some four thou«snd soldiers were brousbt home
to vote, most of tbr m m >icM men ..

to vote^ for Glial ,re. wb.le tbo.e who would .St thu.
p edge themselves uere kept in tbe fi Id, and hundred, of
other employees of tbe Government w- re al*. »«nt here
to vote.all at the puhlio ejpenae Thee*, with tbe nu
tiierotis false pretences and dec ptive device, resorted to
by the Repubhcan leaders to d-lude ar.d defraud bone.t
people were the all suffloieot csu.e. of the result we re
cord. 1 be result r fl ot< no credit upon the viot »rs.

Tax on Doug .A memorial wsspreaented Wednesday
by Senator Sherman, by tbe officer, cf the Ohio Woo
Growcia' AMoeiation, for a reranne Uz of one dollar per
head upon dog.. [It ought to be five ] The damage, as

tar as ascertained, from dogs in Ohio, is <ne bu.dr, d
thousand dollars the r.t year. If ,Uch a la. would de
capitate onv-balf [all] tbe worthless dogs, millions would
be saved to tbe oountry.
Dkath or a Vetkhan PoaTMatrrnH..Zebulon Wi»

«.n, poatu.as er of Stratham. (N H.) died on tbe l,t
stant, aged years Upon tbe establishment of a p, at
. ffice in 8tratbi«ni (February. 1HAJ) Mr. Wiggin wa. ao

pointed p. stmaster, and retained the office under all Ad"
ministrstiona of tbe Government f r more than f trtv two
J ears, performing ita duties acceptably to the neonl.. ml
...'.l«to.l, u, ,h. Drp.rl«nt' H. ,u
oldi St postmaster in the United Htat» s.

Admiial Dablgreo is stated to be on hia wly back to
Washington, but without having obtained the body^f bi^
The P.es dent e antosraph c py of the proclamation of

freedoui, ahich wM raffle for iu tba A.bany Baaa.r wla
drawn by Gerrit 8mitA *»«aar, waa

?3OTISIt RAID BT KILPATRICK.

> A. TILLAGE BURNT.

Norfolk, (Va ) March 12, 1864.
General Kilpatrick haa been iudulgio# iu another raid

Tbe oue just completed by bim, although not to ambitioua
aa bin reoeut oue ou Ricbuioud, hr.a beeu most completely
successful, and every thing was accomplished m laid down
iu the preconoerted programme.
A portion of Col. Spear's 11th Pennsylvania cavalry re«

giment, Col. Onderdonk'e New York mounted rifle#, Gen
Wiatar'a brigade of iufantry, and battery L, 4th regulars,
under Lieut, Hvnt, made up the expedition. Gen. Wia¬
tar'a brigade it oompriscd wholly of colored troopa
The expedition embarked at Gloucester on tranaporta,

going to West Point, and Ihenoe to King and Queen oounty.
About the fliat thing dona was to lay id aahea King and
Queen county Court-house. Not a buildiug was left stand¬
ing. The ruin of the town was complete. About twenty
buildings constituted the town, and these old and mainly
Wooden structures. The affrighted rebels fl*d before the
approach of our forces, but did not all escape.
At Carletou'a storo, not far from King and Q'leen oouo-

ty Court-bouse, were ftxjad the 5th and 9th Virginia cav¬

alry regiments, altogether numbering aorne twelve hun¬
dred, including a large number of oltiieus who bad Joined
them. Hera was their camp, which our troops, after
routing its occupants, destroyed, together with a mill filled
with grain and other rebel property. Our forces chased
the enemy teu miles, iu the direction of Fredericksburg,
killing and wouading a good many, and taking over thirty
prisoners.

Bob. Coltoo, the noted rebel guerrilla leader, was among
the killed. lie waa riding in a buggy drawn by a last
horse. It to. k a chase of several miles before he could be
brought vo a halt, and only then after beiug hit by a bullet
from the revolver of one of Lis pursuers. lie was fired at
nearly a do«en times before being hit. Tk« bullet took
effect in the back part of the head, killing him instantly.
The expedition returned last evening. Our loseea wi'l

not exceed half a dogen wounded ; none were killed and
no prisoners were taken. General Kilpatrick arrived at
Fortress Monroe tbis afternoon. He is perfectly satisfied
with the results gnined, and that the inhabitants of King
and Queen county have been moat severely punished for
the murJer ol Col Dahlgrcn. He leavea tonight for Bal¬
timore, thence to proeeed to the Army cf the Potomac,
where the remnant of hia command accompanying him on
this last expedition, now ahippiug on transports, will
speedily rejoin him.

LATE FIGHT NEAR NATCHEZ, (Mum.)
Rear Admiral Porter forwards from Vicknburg to the

Nivy Department a communication from Lieat. Com.
Greer, of the U 8. steamer Rattler, off Hurricane Is'an I,
Mississippi liver, (under date of February 16,) in lelation
to an attack of rebela, under Gen. Harrison, on a gutrd
stationed at Waterproof, and the dispersion of the enemy,
after three despeiate attempts to capture our troopa, in
which they would htve been successful but for the pre-
s*noe ot the guubo.it Forest Rose. Lieut. Com. Greer
say*:

'. Two hundred negro troopa had been stationed at Wa¬
terproof, making it a depot for uegroes, cattle, <fcc. I bis
arouaed the ire of the rebels, and on Saturday, the 14tb
instant, a force of about eight hundred cavalry of Harri¬
son's command made an attack upon the post, driving in
the pickets ami pressing tbe troops very hard. Fortu¬
nately for them the Forest Rose was present. CaptainJohuaoo immediately opened upon them a rapid fire, which
drove tbem back. He g)t his ve#ael uuder way and shell¬
ed the enemy wherever hia guns w>«ild bear Finally,
fhev retreated to the wooda. This affair las'.ed from 3 to
5 30 P. M.

" At 8 P. M. the enamy attempted to make a dash into
the town, but Capt. John-ion, who was we'l poated as re¬
gards the approach, drove th*m back with a few sh-l'a
Kniht dead rebe'sand five prisoners were left in our hand*.
The loss of tbe Union troop* was five killed and two
wounded. Capt. Johnson says that some of the negroes
fought well, but for want of proper diasiplino tbe majoritydid not.

" On the morning of the IQth the eiemy, who had been
roin'orced, aga;u attaokod the poet, the attacking partyconsisting of two regimcita of infantry, one of cavalry,
and four piecea of atiilery. They attempted to planttheir battery upon a plank road, but a few well-directed
sbcts from (be Forest Roae sent them in confusion out of
ra> g-*. The fuither attempts of the rebel force to advaace
were frustrated by the Forest Muse.
"Our tro»p» were reinforced from Natchei shortly af¬

ter the rebels fell back. The rebel loss, aa far aa knowo,is seven kllrd, qiite a number wounded, and several pri-
souers, among them a lieutenant, who wts an aid to Har¬
rison. Our forces lost three killed and twelve wounded."

THE ATrACK ON MOBILE.

The Boston Journal publishes the following extracts
from the diary of a correspoi dent on board the fleet at
Graot'a Pass, near Mobile, giving a deacr ptioo of tbe com¬
mencement of the bombardment of the fort at that place,
op to tbe lltb ultimo, inolu»iY«t
"Monday, FkbkUaky 22..The past four days have

been spent iu taking in shot, shell, at d other essentials for
the bombardment Deserters continue to come < ff to the
fleet, and tb«-y ail give the sata* accounts of the ooueterna
tion at Mobile on ace unt of Sherman's expected advance
on that place.
mTu«SDAY. Frv 23..Fine weather and light S"Uth

west winds tbia moruiug. Got the mortar eohooriTS iut-
po«itl"n early, and tbe action became general ab .ut ten
o'clock, and kept up, with very little effect, however,till kumlown There was little firit g from lb* f- ri and
not n soul to be seen, only once or twice during th» di>when a man would walk up, take a I.-ok at u«, aid disao
pear again. No one on board the fl ¦* was reported hurt
An order baa been tamed at nine o'clock to night to take
a position closer to the fort.

" WP.pMkmUAY, Fr.B v4..The firing ha* been muchhotter on both sides to-day, but tbe mutual eff et seema to
be tnfl iig. Home splendid rill shots were made Irom ourparrotU md Sawyer* No one hurt on our side. At sun¬down the rebels fired a blank cartridge, and hauled d >wn
tbr-ir si-OMh rag in defiance of cur efl rts
"ThuhsdaY, Feb 26.T«»-dey we bad some heavypelting away on both sid'-a. The rebels pa:d us the eom-

plimeut of s^ndifg a shrll close under tbr e'erri of tbe fl g-ship, ('he Calhoun,) the only dam-ge by which was tbe
' inu datu n' of the Admiral's breakfast by the spray it
sent up through tbe cabin windows. The rebel fort hadbeen supplied during the day with »omc nfl guns, and with
men who termed to know how to u«« them, and about
twenty »hell were dropped in a very cloee vicinity to theCalhoun. The light draft gunboat Port Itojal got well m
t ward the fort with her 10 inch smooth bore guns, got towork ou the rebels and completely drove tbem away from
their places. This sh"Wed bow eary it would be to taketbe place if w» hid only a suffir enf depth of water o
mantetivre in, or lighter draft v< as !< h»Her adipvd to
the present work. One iu*u on tbe Port Royal bat hia
arm hurt with a shell Owing t<> the l»ok of water we
had to get out filing diatauce of the fort (Powell) at night.The nearest we have be-n to It haa been two miles distant.
" Friday, Ff.B 26..Nothing done to-day, tbe wind

teing shore at d the water too shallow. Tne rebels are
busy atreLg'.bening tl eir fort and mouuf ng new and heavy
guns Hut our admiral has certain intentions which,
when perf>c>d, hy God's help, I believe will »oon giveMobile to tbe Vpjop ''

AFFAIRS in mkxico.

By way of Havans we ba*e acc uita fr"H» Vera Crut
to the 1st inotant and fr <m the city of Meiieo to the26:h
uMino.
Tbe repoit that President Juar» « had resigned is denied

id a 1-tti-r by h'mself, dated Satello, January W, in which,
after stating that bi« abdication wouid only be useiore and
ridicui 'U«, wouid not be approved ef by the nation, would
be an incentive to anarchy and a triumph to the enemj,
he addst
"These .,»n«iderationa, and mtny o'hers too numerone

t<> mention ina letter, have re-awakeoe<l in me with great* r
vigor iban ever thn sentiments if patriotiaoi, of boo< rand of dufy which impel me to retain my position untilthe nation withlraws me frem i' by a legitimate vote,thus cioneratea me from my heavy respooaib titiee, < runtil the intervention, and the traitors who have ail edthemselves to it, d 'prive of iry powrr by main forceId the mean time I shall continue to use my every exertionto sustain my eountry id her stmggle for indepeniience.Certainly the situation to-day ie not brilliant, and I do notwish to create tbe delusitm that circumstances av presentcan be ve*y favorable; yet I am well persuaded that ourduty is t" fight for « ur country, and that between defending a> d bet ray i g there is no bonorab e course. To pre«son tbe war firmly and with ail the means in our power is
nor only hope of salvation.M

Zacateras has been occupied by two thousand Imperial-
lets, who are directing tbeir military operations aga o-t
Oca. Ortega. He ia entrenched at Guadalajara, and the
Imperialists have declared this place in a sta'e of siege
It is etatrd that tbe people of Zscatecaa received the io-
yaders with rejoicings.

NBWS BY TELBGBAPH.]
I*ATEi§T DESPATCHED*

GUBERNATORIAL MANIFESTO IN KENTUCKY

Louistilli, March Ifl^Goveruor B amlette kuii.
sued aU ftddreaa to the people of Kentucky, whioh nyl(

' In view of the disturbance of the popular mind pro.
duced by tie enrolment of alar** for the army in Ken¬
tucky, it ii deemed prudent to make the following «ig.
geation., f,»r tbe beue&t and guidauoe of the loyal people
of Kentucky;

Your indignation ahould not mora you to commit acta
of violence, nor to unlawful resi.tanoe. Standing aa wa

htve stood, and will ever atand, for the Cou.ti'utioD, the
Uuion, and the enforcement of the laws, we must repel
ttie efforta ol the rebellion t> overthrow our Government
by our gallant aoldiera in tbe field, and meet and eorrrit
unju.t or uuconatituiiooal legislation by legal appeals to
the constituted tribunal* of the Government, and through
th* ballot box, in constituted modea, to overthrow thos*
who pervert or abu«e the truat committed to them. Thia
ia tbe only true mode of maintaining the Constitution, *¦"*

the Union, and the ei.furcemout of the lawa.
I he mere act of enrolliug the untue* of alavea doea not

affect tbe right* of a oiliseu. If any violence or wrong (.
th» person or property of citltens be eommitted by acy
offi er or soldier again.t tbe known lawa of the land, make
your accuaition in tbe mode pre.oribel by law, and, if tbe
commanding officer refuaea er neglects It, uae your utuioe
endeavor. to arreat tbe offleera or roldier. under hia com
maud ao accuiel, and band him or tbem over to a oivil
magistrate for trial. When officially adviaed of the fa«tr#
lie Executive will prefer charges and demand a coufc
mtrtiai under tbe constitution, and in aooordanoa with tb«
Itw assert and urge jour rigbta. It ia our duty toob</

*1'' law until it ia declared by a Judtaial deeiaion to 1«
U ia institutional.

" The citixen whoae property may be taken for paM«
u»e will be entitled, under the imperative mandate of the
onatitution, to Jmt compensation for hia private property

. ) taken for tbe publio uae. Although tbe present Coo-
r'rrt"8 "ot do u* Ju-tioe, yet it ia safe to rely npon tha
justice of the American people, and an appeal to them^sill
not be unheard or unanswered Peace reatored, and tk«
unify of our Government preserved, will drive to an igao-
minioua distance tboae who, in tbe agony of our conflict,
perverted their aaored truits to the bate uaea of partisan
ends and fanatical purposes.

Uphold and maintain your Government aa constituted,
and obey and enforce its Just demands, as the only hope of
perpetuating free institutions."

-o-

EUROPEAN NEWS.

.

^'Al-IFAX' March 16. X.iiA ateamabip Arabia arrived
thia evening. Tbe City of Wa.bington arrived at Liver-
pool on the morning of the 5;h inaUnt.
Danish affairs are reported unchanged. The Archduke

Maximilian arrived at Paris on the 5th. It is reported
that be wil! embark for Mexico on the 2$tb of March, al
tbe difficulties having been aettled.

IwUJnn MtHCH, 5~Sh^ Lefever'. speech la the
JSTkrf. ? "v la,tD,«bt relative to the rebel cruisers

y t^rn !° "otim~at. He maintained that
. Md «t waa ab.urd to 0,11 them

for e'n 1 i!v"WarWe gave the Government credit
but thi ..a 1* to «rry <'ut th* ^reign enliatment .fir,but the aot <. insufficient and a remedy about) be applied.Nothing important to-day relative to the Daniah war,

nlljlIrfcA?. "K'.0t,4d <">til 'h» interval reqneated by
a v

°r 'I®®14®10* *h® cob ferenoe question expires
Mini.t-r" M !ryVh%t the u,U"iuo of lhe P«".un

Vienna had tbe deaired result,
in Jutiaud

*'0f Oon#fntod to the eontinuatioo of operations

A BLOCKADE RITNNEE BEACHED.

Halifax, March 16.The new blockade-running
at-amer Florida arrived thia morning from Bermuda
lour day.' psa«age.for repairs. She wai unable to enter
tbe port of Wilmington, and reports the blookade ranoer
Will of-tbe-Wi»p beaohid off Wilmington.

SOLDIERS RETURNING.
Borrow, March 16 -Eight haodred soldiers, mostly

veterans, belonging to New Hampshire, Mtine, aai Ma.
«ct,u«etU regiments.left h-re lut night by various routes
to rejoin tbe Army of the Potomac.

-o-

PROM KNOXVILLE.

Khoxv.u.e, March IS^bere^m.sb.ng yeaterday beyond Morrlatown. in which the rv*el
Col. Jones wa. killed. Ail i. quiet to-day. Tbe rebel,
are auppo.ed to he in foro* at Ba l*s Gap.
A lieutenant eng.g^l in recruiting for tbe First United

State. Colored (heavy) Artillery, wa. shot yesterday near
Louiaville, by a reb-l eitileo.
The cara went to Morriatown yesterday. All was auiet

at tbe front.
*

-o-

A REBEL CAMP 8URPRISED.?
PUILAOKLPBIA. Mahcii 16.A special de.patek to the

ttuhetio from Ciueinnati aay* that information In.m Vicka-
b«rx r.p.rt. tha- a porti * of the Marine Bng.de, under
P » M 'T^'1 y » rebel camp ea.t of
I ort Gibson, and ctpti.r-d forty -ev^n Dri^eners aud re-
ieaso<J n .e (Juioo «>idiers Uk*«u %t Big HUak

^ |

ARR'VAL FROM NEW ORLEANS.
N.W Youk, M arch 16.Tbe stumer Creole ha. ar-

rived, from New Orleaoa on th» i)th inatant.
I be anail *te%uier Al«oden w«a sunk in tbe Mis«is«api

on tbe night of t>»e 5th instebt byeoinisg in collision witb
the ateauier Dudley Buck. All on b-.ar.l were .aved.

1'he Chamber of Commeroe at New Orlean. ha. beeo
ravived. Tttsre is do war new.,

BURNING OF A CAMF*.
Aurjujrr*. March 15 .A fire bn>k* out this evhnln.

\
of Government properry was d-.troyed, 0 Minstins of
etju.pmeot., ammunition, Ac AU the barrack, but tJ*
were Oonsumed. The Bre waa u .doubtedly the Wurk'f
au mceudiary.

' »»»»rs oi

-o-

FROM CAIRO

Cairo March 16-Gen Hhermin and atsff paased
through here to-dny en roure for L ¦ui.ville

1 he ateam^rs Lanca-ter, CeUte, and Silver Wave were
recently flred in'-, on W«i,>. river One man wa. kXd
and one wounded.

*mea
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THE RHODE ISLAND UNION CONVENTION.
Providknck, March 15-rhe Uuion National State

Couvention met to-day, and nominated Janaea Y Smith
f,r Govero,r, Hetfa Padeltord for Lieutenant Governor,
John R Bsrilett for Secretary of State, Horatio Roger,
for Attorney General, and Samuel A Parker for General
rreaserer-all of whom are the pre^t ineumbenia. ex¬
empt Mr. Rogers. Deb-gates w.we aleoted »o the Balti¬
more Convention, aod a re«,|ution pas.ed recmmending
theu. to vote for the renommation of President Lincoln,
Trie 8t%U eUcLi<m pl%e« oo fha 6th of April.

« j i

THE CHESAPEAKE CASK.

PortL\rd, (Mr ) March I# .The .team revenue
ouUer Miami ba. b«*en erdered t-> Halifax to oonvoy th«#
.tolen .teamer Choaapeske to this pori.

NORTH CAROLINA INDIANS
K*oxvh.lk, (rxitw.) Makch 15 .Peace ha. bMn

ratified wlib the North Carolina Cherokee. Those
oently o pt: red *ay they were i' duoed to take up arm.
onde, the bel.el (hat th.y were fighting for the United
S-at,-. Gorernraeiit I w., were permuted to g. ,. aroJ
of the band and represent ihe (acta Their ohlef TMk7
nee, a f, w day. . ne^ w.th thirty of bis tr.be, ^ecep"d
tne «u»nMfy proe.amat^oa. huioe the return of th-aj U
j,.».i,h.r.b.i.k..

and tbe re.t are concealed in the mountain.

^ rsnoo-MrXicao papers aunouooa the defection of VI-
ri fiom the Juarist party, and .ay that the M-xioao

Government ia now reduced to four or 11v. 8 %t4M
v >, a| (hat, bat .omuuJJy wxUcU,

^


